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revealed the fact that native ability unfolds gradually from
early childhood to maturity. But Dr Jones warns us that the
tests have been compiled too much from the adult standpoint;
he is impressed by the bold initiative of thought, by the search-
ing and sceptical spirit of inquiry displayed by a young child,
and is inclined to think that these intellective qualities become
positively blunted by increased age and education. Although
we should bear his warning in mind, we must allow that there
is a marked difference in intellectual power between a child
and an adult.
The behaviour of a young child differs from that of an adult
in being governed directly by instincts which clamour for im-
mediate satisfaction. He learns only gradually to inhibit his
natural impulses and interpose a delay between stimulus and
response. Each impulse acts independently, since it is not as
yet related to other impulses and to the personality as a whole.
We have here the lowest stage of moral behaviour, in which
conduct is motivated solely by instinct and modified only by •
the pleasures and pains incidentally experienced. It is typified,
as McDougall points out, in the proverb, "The burnt child
dreads the fire." Later on the social environment reinforces this
pleasure-pain motive by administering rewards and punish-
ments more or less systematically.
Again, the young child is characterized by his attitude of
dependence. It is well to note that this dependence is not con-
cerned chiefly with physical comforts—the child takes these for
granted—but is manifested rather in connexion with his emo-
tional needs. His whole nature calls for love to be directed
toward himself. Now this attitude of dependence is seldom, if
ever, completely lost; but, since successful growing-up con-
sists in becoming self-reliant, it may well be noted as an out-
standing characteristic of early childhood.
A further characteristic is exuberance of imagination. We
have already noted that childhood is the age of fantasy, the
hero of the fantasy being the child himself, who in this r6le is
finding compensation for the harsh realities of actual existence.
We noted also his tendency to achieve self-assertion in re-
peating thefamiliar. This repetition-compulsion, as Freud calls

